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I think, "Aftermath of Hiroshim ™., It seems to me that thers are in several
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not directly attributable to people comnected with this history, perbaps there
was no need to0 try to correct, olarify or dissent with such accounts.

Bven though in the preface the author states that the account is of his owmn
personal view, since the book might perpetuate scme misconceptions, I would
like you t0 know same of the facts as they are known to me. Certainly a L
great nunber of people here and elsevhere whio are involved in these matters o
also know the full story.

. There are many déscriptions anﬁ inferences stated either explicitly or sug-
gested between lines whers I would strongly disagree with the author, 8o,
to mention one parugraph, the iupression which 18 intended to sirike the
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he still remeins on friendly terms) 4id not intend to procesd as quickly as
possible in the planning and iz the canstruction of the H-bowb. This seens
to me utterly incorrect. In fact, one could take the opposite view. The

plans originally pushed by Edward were not very good and would have led to
fuilures which yould have postponed the development of the thermonuclear de-
vices and his insigience on salvaging his original schemes cost a lot of
It seems to me that, apart from a general enthusiasm, there was very little
on vhich to base an actual program. IWM@&WWM:M
cussion of activities and events where other people wers involved, but, as
xy ovn little role, it seems to me that I should state the following: 1In ad-
dition to the work of mins, vhich Edward mentioms, proving that the cld »

scheme was unpromising, the history of the new "idea® lesding to the present
elass of designe 13 as follows: One day sarly in January in 1951 1t
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be made to give a considerable mnergy yield. I mentioned this possidility,
with s sketch of a scheme how to eonstruet it, to Dr. Bradbury one morning.
The next day I commnionted it to Edward, who by that time was convinced tha
the old scheme might not work. For the first balf ac hour or so during owr
conversation, he did not want to accept this new possibility but io the subs
guant discussion took to it very esgerly. In subssjuent discussicns we bave
. devisod certain arrsngenents which appear in a report writiten Jointly by us--
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{This story and a1l details, ¢
“well known to pecplemsndmma; «.g. Dr. Bradbury, Longrire, i!ark,
and many others. It 1is also known to Hans Bethe who I believe is avare of
ths exact sequmee of events. Cryptic allusions ¢0 this origin of the $des
ean be found in Edsard's own account in Science during the time of the -
Oppenheimer controversy. People likxe Rabl know the story fully, ete. I
believe that there is a very brief reference to the origin of the success-
mmmmummmzmummmwnm}.
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mentioned book a presentation of this little history stating something as
follows: "I have ocxenmicated ky idea to deHoffmann who calculated sesee
este". In fact, the joint report by defHoffrann and Teller is subsequent
to the report 1225 by myself and Edumrd and it mentions explicitly the
origin of the two-stuge scheme and mkes use of this previous report.

All this is not to detract from the {irmense technical eomtridbutions vhich
Edward made to the develepnent of the H-bozb. .

I would not enter in such deinil in the discussion of this one iten except
for the fact that in sorme other places the sccounts seen to me also highly
personal, colored snd "not very true™ as the late Enrico Ferxd used to say,
and perhaps some other people might sixilarly disagree with the book's pre-
sentation.

With best regards,

Yours cordially,
B. M, Ulax.
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